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MITCHELL FREEWAY — RUBBISH 
Grievance 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.58 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Transport and I thank him for taking this grievance. I am particularly concerned about the level of rubbish along 
Mitchell Freeway at the moment. I am sure that other members in this place have had similar experiences along 
freeways or major roads. I am concerned about three areas in particular. The first is the level of litter on the 
roadside of Mitchell Freeway. I am also concerned about the amount of rubbish on the Main Roads reserve, 
which is not as visible from the freeway, but probably more visible to my constituents who live on the other side 
of the Main Roads reserve. My third concern is the litter that comes from unsecured or inadequately secured 
loads on vehicles that travel along Mitchell Freeway. 

I acknowledge that in recent weeks there has been quite a focus on that last point, trying to re-educate people and 
ensure that people take extra care to fully secure their loads. I and many other motorists certainly appreciate that 
because there is nothing worse than driving along at the speed for the freeway and having something fly into the 
windscreen. It is very frightening and it happens far too often. Unfortunately, though, I think there is more work 
to be done there because even earlier this week I dodged a ladder on the freeway. Of course, other things always 
come through. We know that the drivers are not always responsible, but it does make travelling on the road 
a little dangerous. 

I want to deal with the first and second parts of my grievance. I have a boundary on the western side of my 
electorate, which is about 8.2 kilometres along Mitchell Freeway. As the minister probably knows, I travel along 
that road often. I have noticed the build-up of rubbish over a period. It is abhorrent to see. It is unnecessary. It 
makes our roadside unattractive; it makes our city unattractive. It shows other people that we just do not care and 
that rubbish is okay. I understand that the job of the Minister for Transport is not so much to ensure that the rubbish 
is picked up, and I am pleased that the Minister for Environment has come into the chamber because in many ways 
I suppose I should be talking to him about litter. But I understand that at this time I need to speak to the Minister for 
Transport because the issue involves a Main Roads area. The whole issue of litter needs to be addressed. 

The fact that the problem is growing concerns me. Because on the freeway there is a Public Transport Authority 
section for the railway line and the Main Roads section for the road reserve and the roads, quite often in the 
public transport area people are cleaning up rubbish. Obviously, there is a greater risk to trains if debris is on the 
tracks. However, that area is a lot cleaner than the Main Roads component of the freeway. I think it is that 
comparison that is becoming even more evident as well; that it is not consistent and is very unsightly. 

I wish we had the same ethos as the Japanese. In fact, I should not even be asking the minister to do something 
about this because I believe it is something that, as people, we should be doing ourselves. Of course, the 
Japanese culture is that they take all their rubbish home. They do not put their rubbish in bins when they are out; 
they take it home. I loved to see it when Japan played Brazil in the World Cup soccer in Brazil. It was a terribly 
wet, rainy match and, of course, Brazil won. But when the fans left the stadium, the seats where the Japanese had 
sat were completely clean because they had taken their own plastic bags to the match and removed any rubbish 
they had from the stadium and taken it back to where they were staying. It is a culture that I know many 
countries around the world would like to have within their system. It certainly would make things a lot more 
pleasant here. Unfortunately, we are not at that point yet, and I see education as a big part of this, and also the 
values that I know many primary schools are trying to bring in. 

Solutions are not always easy, but I hope the minister does have something in mind. I notice also that there is just 
no signage on the freeway. I do not want to see those little signs that say “Don’t litter” because, I am sorry, I do 
not think they have an impact, but there may be something a bit stronger or more aggressive. Minister for 
Environment, I am not quite sure what to call those dedicated people who report litter. 
Mr A.P. Jacob: Litter reporters. 
Ms A.R. MITCHELL: Litter reporters—we do have those. Many people probably are not even aware of that. 
There are ways in which we could have more active signage. 

The Main Roads reserve is littered with things such as mattresses, car parts and chairs. They do not fly off 
vehicles and land so far away from the freeway. I have photos of that. It is just not acceptable; they must be 
cleaned up. Once again, they should not have been left there. 

I would also like to acknowledge some people in Kingsley who do spend some time cleaning up rubbish along 
the road because they want their area to be clean. I refer particularly to Lee Parkinson, who often spends time 
each week collecting a couple of bags of rubbish—about three bags a week on average. However, sometimes he 
has to wait up to three weeks for that rubbish to be removed. Recently his mother, Celia, joined him to collect 
rubbish. These people make a positive difference, but it is quite difficult to get that support when people are 
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trying to make sure that their community looks to be in a better state than it could be with those people who do 
not care. 

I appreciate, minister, that there are far more complicated issues in transport, but the sorry state of the rubbish 
along our roadsides gives a very negative impression of Perth as a city. My request is for Main Roads to address 
this issue quickly and to put in place better ways of reducing and removing rubbish along the sides of our roads 
and within the road reserves. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [10.05 am]: I thank the member for Kingsley 
for this grievance and I certainly appreciate that litter is a major problem on our road network, whether it is 
people dumping rubbish out of cars or poorly secured materials on the back of utes or trailers. Litter and rubbish 
along the freeway are unsightly. The amount of litter along our roads can be reduced if Perth’s drivers take more 
care and responsibility. Main Roads spends up to $1.5 million a year to clear debris that falls from vehicles along 
freeways and highways in Perth. This equates to approximately 500 tonnes of litter to be removed and disposed 
of every year. This avoidable cost of $1.5 million would fund a major upgrade to an intersection with traffic 
signals and turning pockets to make it safer and run more efficiently, or fund the construction of a new passing 
lane in the country to reduce risky overtaking manoeuvres. 

It is each driver’s responsibility to make sure their loads are secure and not to litter. A lot of litter along freeways 
blows off the back of utes, trailers and trucks. Main Roads reports that every month more than 50 items are 
collected from Perth’s freeways. These items, such as buckets, ladders, bricks and even furniture, are a safety 
hazard to other road users and also disrupt traffic and cause congestion until the debris is removed. The activity 
of removing litter from the freeway can also be a safety risk to Main Roads employees and contractors. Earlier 
this year a Main Roads incident response service vehicle with flashing lights and variable message boards was 
hit from behind while stopped to remove debris from the freeway. The collision badly damaged the incident 
response service vehicle and injured one of the workers inside the vehicle. 

To address this very avoidable problem, Main Roads and the Keep Australia Beautiful Council recently signed 
a memorandum of understanding to work together to reduce the amount of littering along freeways and 
highways. This will include regular campaigns involving the installation of temporary road signs and targeted 
media advertising to raise motorists’ awareness of the need to take responsibility for their actions and to not 
litter. This is an opportunity for Perth’s drivers to become aware of their role in reducing the litter problem along 
our roads. Reducing litter will make our roads safer and look better. It will also avoid expenditure on removing 
litter. These public funds can be better directed to investing in roadworks to improve the safety and efficiency of 
our roads. I have asked Main Roads to report back to me on the effectiveness of the anti-litter campaign. But we 
can all play our part by ensuring loads are correctly secured, and even by reporting instances of deliberate 
dumping and littering on our roads. 

I would like to share with the member for Kingsley that I took up this issue with Main Roads Western Australia 
a few months ago. I am aware that there is a special process along Kwinana Freeway to pick up and remove 
litter. I assumed that Mitchell Freeway was done at the same time, because I saw too much litter and debris in the 
reserves and that was of concern to me. But following this grievance I will follow up this matter to ensure that 
Mitchell Freeway was done, and, if not, at least look at beautifying that part of our road network. 
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